Rep. Barbara Lee – A powerful voice for women

Congresswoman Barbara Lee has long been an outspoken champion for women, pressing her case domestically and internationally for guarantees of fairness and equality.

As a woman who raised two sons as a single mother, a grandmother, and an elected public official, the California lawmaker has fought to improve health care for women, and has been a staunch defender of women’s fundamental reproductive rights. She proposed the only universal health care reform plan that specifically includes women’s reproductive health services. She’s been a leading advocate for repeal of the global gag rule banning U.S. foreign aid to organizations paying for abortions. She is a former Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus whose many issues include helping African American women, and she has written a 2008 autobiography about her life and work.

 The Congresswoman has sought to end discriminatory practices against women, supported the Equal Rights Amendment and backed greater legal protections for victims of domestic violence. She has worked to end pay discrimination against women, emphasizing the plight of African Americans and Latinas who feel the biggest impact in the workplace from pay disparities. She has been a strong supporter of the Family and Medical Leave Act and for advancing women’s business ownership and opportunities. She recently paid tribute to her heroine and mentor, Rep. Shirley Chisholm (1969-83), the first African American elected to Congress in 1968.

Congresswoman Lee has spoken out forcefully on the disparate impact HIV/AIDS has on African  American women and Latinas. On other health issues, she has worked to gain medical coverage for menopausal hormone replacement therapies and has advocated for more breast cancer research. She’s been leading the fight to replace unproven and ideologically-based abstinence programs with comprehensive sex education programs.
The job of assisting women and empowering them is never done, she says. “We need more women to do work at the community level, as elected officers, in the charitable world, and in the corporate world, and we need them to bring men along to help them because we are at a critical moment in our democracy,” she wrote in her 2008 autobiography.

She regularly receives a 100 rating on women’s issues from numerous progressive organizations, and is a member of congressional organizations that fight for women’s issues including the Human Rights Caucus, the Universal Health Care Caucus, the Pro-Choice Caucus and the Women’s Caucus.

Her work on women’s issues has been honored in many different forums. She received the Phenomenal Women Award 2008 by the Thurgood Marshall Center Trust, Inc., the 2007 Harriet Tubman Leadership Award, and the 2006 Outstanding Woman Award presented by Black Expo in Oakland, CA., and the National Urban League Woman of Power award in 2009.

Working as a state legislator more than a decade ago, she supported legislation affirming the right of a mother to breastfeed her child in public.  She authored the California legislation banning violence against women and penalties blocking access to abortion clinics.

