Congress of the United States
TWashington, DL 20515

November 3", 2017

The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to urge you to consult with and obtain authorization from Congress for any further
combat operations in Niger, including providing information on the nature of the current mission
and your administration’s legal justification for sending troops into Niger and the basis for any
proposed increase.

According to media reports, approximately 800 U.S. service members are deployed in Niger, one
of the larger deployments of U.S. troops in Africa. Furthermore, these current numbers show a
significant increase since 2013, when President Obama announced deployment of about 100
personnel. In your most recent War Powers Report on June 6, 2017, you wrote that “U.S. forces
in the Lake Chad Basin continue to provide a wide variety of support to African partners
conducting counterterrorism operations in the region.” However, given the tragic death of four
United States (U.S.) Army Special Operations Forces on October 4™ and the ongoing security
threats in West Africa’s Sahel region, we remain concerned that Congress has been in the dark
about the operations our U.S. service members are conducting in Niger and our overall
operations in Africa.

We are also gravely concerned that the United States is committing itself to a long-term war in
Niger and elsewhere in Africa. There has been no Congressional debate or vote on the long-term
consequences of, and alternatives to, military action in Niger. The situation is complex, and will
require a comprehensive political, economic, and diplomatic solution. That is why we request
that your administration fully brief Congress on the ongoing military operations in Niger and our
larger operations in Africa, the domestic and international legal justification for that presence,
and the rules of engagement for U.S. forces in the region. In the wake of recent events, U.S.
service members have used military force, if only for defensive purposes. If the rules of
engagement permit use of military force other than in self-defense, we would like to know the
basis of that authorization, and whether, in particular, your administration is citing the 2001
Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF) as the domestic legal justification.

The Constitution solely assigns to Congress the authority to decide whether to authorize the use
of military force and to the President as commander-in-chief, the sole authority to guide and
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The Constitution solely assigns to Congress the authority to decide whether to authorize the use
of military force and to the President as commander-in-chief, the sole authority to guide and
manage the services in the conduct of its military actions. Unfortunately, for far too long
Congress has been on the sidelines and the 2001 AUMF has been used a blank check for ever-
expanding war. Qur brave service members face countless dangers for our Nation, which is
clearly evidenced by the attack in Niger. We owe it to them to debate and vote on any further
U.S. military action in Niger.

Sincerely,
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Member of Gongress Member of Congress
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