
June 14, 2021 

(House Rules) 

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY

H.R. 256 — Repeal of Authorization for Use of Military Force 

Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 

(Rep. Lee, D-CA with 134 co-sponsors) 

The Administration supports House passage of H.R. 256, to repeal the Authorization for Use of 

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (“2002 AUMF”). This bipartisan legislation 

would terminate the October 16, 2002, statutory authorization for the use of military force 

against Iraq. 

The Administration supports the repeal of the 2002 AUMF, as the United States has no ongoing 

military activities that rely solely on the 2002 AUMF as a domestic legal basis, and repeal of the 

2002 AUMF would likely have minimal impact on current military operations. Furthermore, the 

President is committed to working with the Congress to ensure that outdated authorizations for 

the use of military force are replaced with a narrow and specific framework appropriate to ensure 

that we can continue to protect Americans from terrorist threats. 

In working with the Congress on repealing and replacing other existing authorizations of military 

force, the Administration seeks to ensure that the Congress has a clear and thorough 

understanding of the effect of any such action and of the threats facing U.S. forces, personnel, 

and interests around the world.  As the Administration works with the Congress to reform 

AUMFs, it will be critical to maintain the clear authority to address threats to the United States’ 

national interests with appropriately decisive and effective military action.   
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