Rep Barbara Lee – A warrior against a deadly disease

Congresswoman Barbara Lee has a long and distinguished record as an HIV/AIDS warrior, working tirelessly to stop the spread of this deadly disease in the United States and around the world. 

Since her election to Congress more than a decade ago, the California Democrat has played a leading role in the development of every major HIV/AIDS bill, and has sought to build bipartisan support for efforts to combat a disease that knows no political or geographic boundaries. She’s traveled to India, Africa and the Caribbean to examine these issues. She has worked to eliminate the abstinence provision as a requirement for countries to receive AIDS money.

The Congresswoman was the co-author of the landmark legislation that created the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS in 2003. This law established a $15 billion global AIDS initiative, at the time the largest financial commitment of any nation in history to combat a single disease. In 2005 her legislation helping orphans and vulnerable children affected by AIDS was signed into law. She writes about her HIV/AIDS work in her 2008 autobiography.

In 2008, Congresswoman Lee was a co-author of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) legislation that renewed the global AIDS program, and successfully fought to increase the U.S. financial commitment to $48 billion through 2013 to the fight against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. She co-authored The Protection Against Transmission of HIV for Women and Youth Act (PATHWAY) to reduce the vulnerability of women and girls to HIV infection. 

Painfully aware of the human toll caused by AIDS, the Congresswoman has played a pivotal role in increasing domestic funding for HIV/AIDS prevention, education, care and treatment programs, including the Minority AIDS initiative.

She has strongly advocated for the creation of a National AIDS Strategy with clear goals and timelines to provide accountability; backed HIV vaccine development, and secured House passage of a resolution supporting the goals and ideals of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. She led an effort to declare a state of emergency in Alameda County where the number of African Americans with HIV/AIDS continues to climb.

The Congresswoman has supported efforts to reduce the spread of sexually transmitted infections in federal and state correctional facilities, and to teach comprehensive sex education and reduce the rate of unplanned pregnancies and the spread of HIV and sexually transmitted infections among adolescents. Through her work, the ban prohibiting HIV/AIDS patients from traveling to the United States was lifted in 2008. She has attended the last six international AIDS conferences and is now looking forward to participating in the 2012 International AIDS Conference in Washington D.C. Recently she was appointed as the only U.S. representative to the United Nation’s Global Commission on HIV and the Law. In 2011, Congresswoman Barbara Lee co-founded the Congressional HIV/AIDS Caucus along with Congressmen Jim McDermott and Trent Franks.
