Rep. Barbara Lee – A peacemaker with impact

Congresswoman Barbara Lee has been a beacon of light for peace and security, human rights and democracy, consistently waging vocal campaigns to stop war and reduce conditions that produce conflict and injustice. The progressive California Democrat has also been one of the most outspoken opponents in Congress of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

After the Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, the Congresswoman was the lone vote against a resolution that gave President Bush and any president thereafter virtually unlimited authority to use force against unspecified organizations, individuals or nations for an unlimited period of time. She was deeply saddened by the tragic attack, but was unwilling to give a blank check to the president and worried about abuse of power. The congresswoman took a courageous and principled stand in the face of very intense criticism and has since called for the repeal of this overly broad authorization.

Congresswoman Lee led the opposition to establishing permanent military bases in Iraq, and repeatedly made efforts to limit war funding and set timetables to more quickly redeploy U.S. troops and contractors out of Iraq. She has championed the fight in Congress to shift away from a military-first strategy in Afghanistan and to reorient United States foreign policy to meet the threat of terrorism in a more effective and sustainable manner. She has backed legislation to require an exit strategy and timeline for withdrawal from Afghanistan, and most recently introduced a bill to end combat operations in Afghanistan and limit funding to the safe and orderly redeployment of all U.S. troops and military contractors.

She has been a vociferous critic of the Sudanese government’s genocidal policies in Darfur. She has traveled to the region three times, called for divestment from Sudan, sponsored legislation recognizing acts of genocide in the region, and was arrested for protesting outside the Sudanese embassy in Washington. In 2008, she authored a book about her life experiences.

Congresswoman Lee was one of the original sponsors of a bill to create a Cabinet-level Department of Peace, and authored legislation to disavow the previous Bush administration’s doctrine of preemptive war. She has attempted to stop funding for the destabilizing missile defense system, and to pass legislation prohibiting the use of torture 

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, the congresswoman has worked to increase use of diplomatic, development, and reconstruction activities. She has proposed appointment of a Special Envoy for Iran to encourage diplomacy and ease tensions, and sponsored a resolution expressing the sense of Congress that the United States should provide, on an annual basis, an amount equal to at least one percent of United States gross domestic product for nonmilitary foreign assistance programs.

She has backed ending the American failed policy toward Cuba by removing barriers to travel and the sale and shipment of food and medical supplies and ending the embargo against the communist island. She has advocated creating exchange programs that offers scholarships to students and scholars from Caribbean countries, and to establishing a program to provide technical assistance to Haiti in the areas of education, energy, environment, healthcare, infrastructure, security, transportation, and disaster preparedness

Always vigilant and wary of unchecked power, Congresswoman Lee remains ready to speak out against military conflicts and human rights abuses anywhere in the world.

