Rep. Barbara Lee – A Progressive Voice for America

Congresswoman Barbara Lee is a powerful and bold advocate for progressive causes, standing up and speaking out for social and economic justice, peace and global security, and protection of our civil rights and civil liberties.

As a leading member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, former Chairwoman of the Congressional Black Caucus, and a founding Co-Chair of the Out of Poverty Caucus, the California Democrat has been the ever-present voice for low-income Americans, the impoverished, the unemployed, people of color and the homeless.

She opposed the regressive tax policies of the Bush administration that favored the wealthy, and hurt the poor and middle class. She backed the Obama administration’s economic stimulus package to help Americans deal with the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.

The California lawmaker has fought for a living wage for all Americans, advocated making housing a fundamental right, backed a single payer plan for universal health insurance, demanded that every child have access to a quality public education, and supported comprehensive immigration reform. She was the co-chair of the Progressive Caucus from 2002 to 2008. Under her leadership, the caucus created the Progressive Promise.

Congresswoman Lee was an early and vocal critic of the Iraq war, and has consistently called for withdrawal of our troops and an end to our military occupation. She sought an end to the Bush administration policies of torture; sponsored legislation disavowing the doctrine of preemptive war; backed legislation to create a Cabinet-level Department of Peace; and was the lone vote against giving President Bush blanket and unlimited authority to use of force after the 9-11 terrorist attacks.

To dramatize the genocide in Darfur and to build support to end the violence there, the Congresswoman was arrested in May, 2006 at a protest in front of the Sudanese embassy in Washington, D.C. She backs ending the longstanding ban on travel to Cuba, and has been an advocate for reduced military spending.  She has been a critic of the Patriot Act, fearing increased domestic surveillance by the government and violation of fundamental civil liberties. 
She has fought for equal justice for all minorities, and is now vice chair of the LGBT Equity Caucus, committed to achieving equity for Lesbian, Gay, bisexual and transgender people in the U.S. and around the world. The congresswoman is a strong supporter of a woman’s right to choose. She details her progressive work in her 2008 autobiography.

Congresswoman Lee has been the author or co-author of every major piece of legislation dealing with global HIV/AIDS since she was elected to Congress in 1998. She backs strong environmental protection and policies that encourage sustainable growth and investment and rewards energy efficient technologies. 

